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Welcome to Carlow
Arts Festival 2022!

Carlow Arts Festival acknowledges
the generous support of:
PRINCIPAL FUNDER

After two years of limited live events, there's a real joy
in getting back together this summer and sharing in the
collective experiences that we've all missed. So, we are
thrilled to welcome back audiences to a joyful, exciting
and dynamic festival of multi-disciplinary arts presented in
person at our HQ in the grounds of Carlow College and at
various locations across Carlow town.

PUBLIC FUNDERS

This year's programme is a truly eclectic mix of music, circus, dance,
theatre, visual arts, street art and so much more. There's new work
by a number of Irish artists including Sinéad Cormack's The Shed, an
immersive theatre show for just one audience member at a time, Philip
Connaughton's No Control, a moving new dance piece inspired by loss
of privacy and performance space, and Darragh McLoughlin's For As
Long As We Are Here where circus artists perform astonishing acts of
physical endurance.

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

CULTURAL PARTNERS

SUPPORT THE FESTIVAL
MEDIA PARTNERS

We are proud that the majority of our programme
is free, however producing the festival comes with
significant costs and our artists and performers, and
facilities must all be paid for. We want to continue
to bring a fantastic festival experience to Carlow.

PROGRAMME PARTNERS

Any donation you can give will make a difference and
every euro donated will go towards presenting the
festival.

You can make a contribution by donating
via our website or in person at the festival.
Thank you!

SPECIAL THANKS TO Fr. Conn Ó Maoldhomhnaigh,
Averil Lawler & staff of Carlow College, St. Patrick’s • Paula
Phelan, Emma Lucy O'Brien, Benjamin Stafford, Clare
Breen, Niamh Donnellan, Anthony Walsh, Derek Blanche
& the entire team at VISUAL • Tully’s Bar Carlow • Farrell
McElwee Solicitors • Guardian Management Accounting •
KSi Faulkner Orr • St. Fiacc’s N.S., Graiguecullen, Educate
Together N.S., St. Joseph’s N.S., Hacketstown, St. Patrick’s
N.S., Rathvilly, Myshall N.S • and our accommodation
partners Red Setter B&B, Dinn Rí Hotel, Seven Oaks Hotel,
and Talbot Hotel Carlow.
For full details on patrons and donors, cast and credits,
visit carlowartsfestival.com.

FESTIVAL TEAM Artistic Director & CEO Benjamin
Perchet • Programme Director & Executive Producer
David Francis Moore • Creative Producer Orlaith Treacy
• Outreach Coordinator & Artist Liaison Ferga Moran •
Communications & Development Manager (interim) Paul
Rice • Production Manager Michael Lonergan • Assistant
Production Manager Laura McAuliffe • Public Relations
Mission PR • Volunteer Manager Janice de Bróithe •
Design Claire Prouvost, Marjolaine Gonet • Box Office
Take Your Seats • And all our wonderful volunteers.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Niamh Lunny (Chairperson) •
Roisín Lawlor (Secretary) • Fintan Phelan • Edward Cahill •
Suzanne Morrissey Forde • Chris Chapman • Cian Kinsella
• Dan McInerney • Megan Berry

We are also bringing some really exciting work from international artists
to Carlow including Seeking Unicorns by Chiara Bersani, an Italian artist
whose work emphasises the political significance that a body can
assume, and Work, an extraordinary piece of physical theatre-slashvisual art by Italian-Belgian artist Claudio Stellato. French visual artists
Clédat & Petitpierre present The Bathers, two larger-than-life living
dolls made entirely of pleated tulle, and anonymous French street artist
Ememem will bring a touch of surrealism and magic to Delta Sensory
Gardens with his beautiful mosaic designs.
Music fans can look forward to an expanded line-up of shows this year.
The O'Hara's Quarter hosts some of Ireland's most acclaimed stars
including Tolü Makay, Wyvern Lingo and Malaki and there’s a special
homecoming performance from Carlow's very own Ye Vagabonds in
VISUAL. We are also delighted to be partnering with Carlow Live & Local
to present three days of the best local talent, including Jerry Fish, Shane
Hennessy and a host of rising stars.
Cruinniú na nÓg, Ireland's national day of creativity for children and
young people coincides with the festival on Saturday 11 June so we've
got a brilliant programme of fun, free performances and workshops for
kids and families both on the Saturday and running into Sunday too.
The highlight will be our first Carlow Carnival of Collective Joy, parading
through Carlow town on Saturday afternoon, and planned, delivered
and performed in partnership with the children of Carlow!

BOOK NOW
To book your tickets and plan
your visit go to
carlowartsfestival.com

EVENT TYPES

And that just scratches the surface of what’s in store! So, we invite you to
join us for the first multidisciplinary festival of the summer. We hope that
for the people of Carlow and beyond, the festival is a chance to relax, to
discover, and to celebrate together.
The Festival Team

Carlow Arts Festival is the trading name of Eigse-Carlow Arts Limited registered
charity no. 20035419
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ARTWORKS 2022
Speech Sounds
VISUAL / Thur 09 - Sat 11 June (11am–8.30pm) / Sun 12
June (2pm–8.30pm) / FREE
ARTWORKS continues in VISUAL until 04 Sept.
Launch of ARTWORKS / Thur 09 June / 6pm / FREE
Guided Tour of ARTWORKS / Sat 11 June / 1pm / FREE
Titled after a short story by sci-fi writer Octavia
Butler, Speech Sounds is an exhibition that considers
communication, language and the body.

© Pierre Rigo

The artworks in the exhibition explore narratives of
disability and access, the relationship between humans
and ecology, the languages of love and loss, the world
beyond, living and imagined languages, convening with
ancestors, the material of words, and dialogues with
history.
The exhibition holds these stories through interactive star
maps, sound installations, temporary tattoos, virtual reality
worlds, text, sculpture, film and paint that ask us to reflect
on the ways we relate to ourselves, each other and the
world.

Work

Speech Sounds, curated by Iarlaith Ni Fheorais and VISUAL
as part of Carlow Arts Festival, runs from 9th June - 4th
September with moments to sit more closely with the
exhibition through workshops, talks and published texts.
The exhibition includes artists commissioned through
Ni Fheorais’s residency at VISUAL along with Irish and
international artists selected through VISUAL and Carlow
Arts Festival’s annual ARTWORKS Open Call.

VISUAL Theatre / Thur 09 June / 7.30pm / Adults €15 /
Kids €8 / Family (2A+2K) €38 / Conc. €12
Nails, some wood and paint, a few tools and everyday
gestures which appear unimportant, evolve and transform
on a fantastical construction site.

Ememem (France)
Delta Sensory Gardens / From Thur 09 June / Mon to Fri
9am - 5pm year round/ Weekends & Public Holidays
11am - 5pm / Adults €6, Students & Seniors €5, under
13s FREE (when accompanied by adult). Group Rate on
application.
Anonymous artist Ememem will bring small touches of
colour to Delta Sensory Gardens this June. The one of
a kind gardens are part of Delta Centre which provides
services for adults with intellectual disabilities.

© Kumbirai Makumbe

© Marie Farrington. Artwork development Ibragim and Bileam Tschepe

The ARTWORKS Prize of €3000 for an outstanding piece
of work and a second-placed prize of €1000 will be
presented at the exhibition launch at VISUAL on 09 June at
6pm. All welcome.

Claudio Stellato (Belgium)

Ememem fills cracked pavements and walls on urban
streets with beautiful mosaic designs, a process he calls
“flacking” – a play on the French word flaque, meaning
puddle or patch. His contemporary street art recalls the
traditional Japanese kintsugi, the art of repairing while
enhancing.
His intricate geometric motifs can be found in cities
throughout Europe including his hometown Lyon, and
Paris, Madrid and Barcelona.
Watch out for Ememem’s work springing up overnight at
Delta Sensory Gardens and enjoy a coffee and delicious
treats at their very popular Café Thyme throughout the
day!

Like an assembly line from a parallel universe, each
character/craftsman has their role: they perform precise
gestures, the result of hours and hours of routine.
Physical efforts are pushed to the limit of exhaustion with
sometimes absurd results. Gradually, the material changes
and real paintings take shape before our eyes.
Work is raw and poetic, it’s concrete surrealism for
everyone including children from 8+. It’s also exhilarating,
of course!
Supported by Wallonie - Bruxelles International.

Augmented Body, Altered Mind
AlanJames Burns

Carlow College / Fri 10 - Sun 12 June / 11am–8pm /
FREE (over 16s only)
Augmented Body, Altered Mind is an immersive interactive
experience that explores the relationships between
technology, neurodivergence and climate change.
The user wears a headset and interacts with a digital
artwork constructed by the electric signals from their
brain. Because everyone’s brain activity is different, each
experience of the artwork will be unique.
Augmented Body, Altered Mind was created by artist
AlanJames Burns in collaboration with writer Dylan
Coburn Grey, composer Michael Riordan, and digital artist
collective Ibragim.
Commissioned by Carlow Arts Festival with funding by The Arts Council | An
Chomhairle Ealaíon Commissions Award and Arts & Disability Ireland Connect
scheme.

Presented in partnership with Delta Centre.
Supported by the French Embassy in Ireland.
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© Étienne Saglio

For As Long As We Are Here
Darragh McLoughlin / Squarehead Productions

VISUAL Link Gallery / Thur 09 June (4.30pm–8.30pm) /
Sat 11 & Sun 12 June (1.30pm–7.30pm) / FREE

Goupil & Kosmao
Étienne Sagilo / Monstre(s) (France)

Strong people doing impossible things for a very long
time!

VISUAL Theatre / Sat 11 June (12.30pm & 3pm) / Sun 12
June (12.30pm) / Adults €12 / Kids €8 / Family (2A+2K)
€30 / Conc. €10

A group of circus artists perform endurances of single
circus actions. As the hours tick by the initial virtuosity
of the action is broken down and the artists in all their
strength and fragility are revealed.

A comedy performance by the great magician Kosmao and
his assistant, the stuffed fox Goupil.

All the while you, the observer, pass by - to see, and be
seen.

Goupil was once just like any other fox, however, following
a tragic accident, he transitioned to the role of scarf for a
fashionable Parisienne lady. Now, Goupil is on the very
threshold of stardom as the master magician’s apprentice,
and he’s not going to stop there!
© Thomas Mc Dermott

Funded by The Arts Council | An Chomhairle Ealaíon. Co- presented by Carlow
Arts Festival and VISUAL and supported by Uillinn West Cork Arts Centre.

The Shed

In this classic theatrical duel, the puppet will slowly
steal the show from the magician. Despite the elegant
atmosphere, the battle will be ruthless.

© Rastar Films, Inc. All Rights Reserved

This series of performances raises a question: how can
circus be transformed by placing it within the context of an
exhibition space?

This spellbindingly hilarious family show (for children 4+)
combines classic cabaret and astounding acts of magic!
Supported by the French Embassy in Ireland.
With the Financial Support of Spectacle vivant en Bretagne.

Sinéad Cormack

The Orchard, Carlow College / Sat 11 - Sun 12 June /
Performances every 15mins from 12pm / €8 (over 18s
only)
This short interactive show, for just one audience member
at a time, is staged in a wooden shed in Carlow College’s
Orchard.
Enter The Shed and be captivated by strange stories
and immersed in a rich and intoxicating multi-sensory
experience of sights and sounds, smells and tastes.
This new work by local theatre director Sinéad Cormack
features four Irish performers and creates an intimate
theatrical experience, one encounter at a time.
Supported by The Arts Council | An Chomhairle Ealaíon, Bank of Ireland Begin
Together Arts Fund, Carlow County Council, VISUAL, Dunamaise Arts Centre,
Carlow Arts Festival, and Once Off Productions.
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Outdoor Cinema
Festival HQ / Sat 11 June / 9.30pm / €6.50 or €20 for a
group of 4 in advance / €8 at door
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of Annie’s release, in
partnership with Access Cinema, we present this family
classic, now digitally remastered. Cosy up on the lawn
with blankets, grab your drinks and snacks from our Food
Village and enjoy Annie on the big-screen and under the
stars.
Annie is the story of a plucky, red-haired girl who dreams
of life outside her dreary orphanage and includes
the unforgettable songs 'It's A Hard Knock Life' and
'Tomorrow'.
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Cruinniú na nÓg

Ireland is the first, and only, country in the world to have a national day of creativity
for children and young people. This year’s Cruinniú na nÓg is on Saturday 11 June!
We have an exciting programme of fun, free performances and workshops for
children and people of all ages on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 June in our Cruinniú
na nÓg Tent.

Street Dance Workshop with
Tobi Omoteso
Cruinniú na nÓg Tent / Sat 11 June / 3.30pm / FREE

Want to learn some Hip-hop and break-dancing moves
from one of Ireland’s best street dancers?

Carlow Carnival Workshop
Cruinniú na nÓg Tent / Sat 11 June / 11am–1pm / FREE

Carlow Carnival of Collective Joy!
Carlow / Sat 11 June / 1.30pm / FREE
“Carnival is something people create and generate for
themselves” Mikhail Bakhtin
Join us to be wowed by our first Carlow Carnival of
Collective Joy!

DJ Leigh

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent / Sun 12 June / 1.30pm / FREE

Join local dance school Dance Republic for this workshop
for 5-12 year olds! There’ll be lots of games and a chance to
learn some Freestyle, Slowdance and Lyrical Dance steps!

DJ Leigh will be spinning all the best tunes - join us for a
dance! Welcoming all ages!

Drama Workshop with Carlow
Youth Theatre

With young people making the decisions, we will figure out
how we can make the most fun carnival possible! What do we
want it to look like, sound like and feel like?

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent / Sat 11 June (4.30pm) / Sun 12
June (11am) / FREE

The carnival will parade through Carlow Town from
1.30pm. Starting at Carlow College, the parade will go
down the Dublin St, up Tullow Street and up College
Street, finishing back at our Cruinniú na nÓg tent at the
Carlow College grounds.

Dance Workshop
with Dance Republic

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent / Sat 11 June / 2pm / FREE

As part of Cruinniú na nÓg, the young people of Carlow will
create a Carlow Carnival of Collective Joy, together with
Carlow Arts Festival and VISUAL.

Led by artist Bridget Ní Dhuinn (Creation 21/22), the carnival
is a really important part of Carlow Arts Festival, putting
Carlow kids in charge. Join us to see what we’ve created!
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Would you like to join in the fun of the Carlow Carnival
of Collective Joy? Then drop into our Cruinniú na nÓg
tent any time between 11am and 1pm to make your own
carnival costume! Welcoming all ages!

Street dancer and choreographer Tobi Omoteso runs the
Top 8 Street Dance Battle nationwide and in this workshop,
he’s going to teach you some foundation moves!

In this workshop for 12+ yrs, with County Carlow Youth
Theatre’s Anna Galligan, we’ll learn the basics of devising
and acting out our own stage-fights! There is no experience
needed in drama, dance…or fighting! Just being open to
having fun and moving. This is not a contact sport and of
course, there will be no actual fighting.
Open to all, and a great chance to experience the youth
theatre approach.

Cruinniú na nÓg is supported by Carlow County
Council Arts Office and Creative Ireland.
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE
Opening times

Show

Location

Opening times

Ememem

Delta Sensory Gardens

Adults €6, Students & Seniors
€5, under 13s FREE

Location

Ticket price

Sunday 12th June

Ticket price

Thursday 9th June
9am - 5pm

Show

p 02

11am - 5pm

Ememem

Delta Sensory Gardens

Adults €6, Students & Seniors
€5, under 13s FREE

p 02

11am - 8pm

Augmented Body, Altered Mind

Carlow College

Free (Over 16s only)

p 03

2pm - 8.30pm

ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds

VISUAL

Free

p 02

11am -8.30pm

ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds

VISUAL

Free

p 02

6pm - 7.30pm

ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds Launch

VISUAL

Free

p 02

11am - 1pm

Drama Workshop with Carlow Youth Theatre

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

4.30pm - 8.30pm

For As Long As We Are Here

VISUAL Link Gallery

Free

p 04

11.30am 12.30pm

Melodic Yoga

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

7.30pm - 8.20pm

Work

VISUAL Theatre

Adults €15 / Kids €8

p 03

8.30pm - 11pm

Bounce Club Night

O'Hara's Quarter

€8 (free companion tickets)

p 10

12pm - 7pm
(every 15 mins)

The Shed

The Orchard, Carlow College

€8 (over 18s only)

p 04

12.30pm - 1pm

Goupil & Kosmao

VISUAL Theatre

Adults €12 / Kids €8

p 05

1.30pm - 2.30pm

Dance Workshop with Dance Republic

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

1.30pm - 7.30pm

For As Long As We Are Here

VISUAL Link Gallery

Free

p 04

1pm - 3pm

Let's Get Fun-erable

O'Hara's Quarter

Free (over 18s only)

p 13

2pm - 3pm

Carlow Voices Choir

Carlow College

Free

3.30pm - 4.30pm

The Bathers

Festival HQ site

Free

p 15

4pm - 12am

Carlow Live & Local

Carlow Live & Local

€10

p 14

Tony Thunder

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

6pm - 6.40pm

Seeking Unicorns

Town Hall Theatre

€5 (under 12s free)

p 16

8pm - Late

Paradise Cabaret / Tadhg

O'Hara's Quarter

€15 or €20 incl Carlow Live & Local

p 12

8.30pm - 10.30pm

Ye Vagabonds

VISUAL Theatre

€20

p 12

Friday 10th June
9am - 5pm
11am -8.30pm
11am - 8pm

Ememem

Delta Sensory Gardens

ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds

VISUAL

Augmented Body, Altered Mind

Carlow College

Adults €6, Students & Seniors
€5, under 13s FREE
Free
Free (Over 16s only)

p 02
p 02
p 03

4pm - 12am

Carlow Live & Local

Carlow Live & Local

€10

p 14

7.30pm - Late

Wyvern Lingo / Booka Brass Band / DJ

O'Hara's Quarter

€15 or €20 incl Carlow Live & Local

p 10

Saturday 11th June

4pm - 5pm

Various Times

No Control

Potato Market Sq

Free

p 15

9am - 5pm

Ememem

Delta Sensory Gardens

Adults €6, Students & Seniors
€5, under 13s FREE

p 02

& 7pm - 8pm

11am - 8.30pm

ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds

VISUAL

Free

p 02

11am - 8pm

Augmented Body, Altered Mind

Carlow College

Free (Over 16s only)

p 03

11am - 12pm

Melodic Yoga

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

11am - 1pm

Carnival Making Workshop

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

BOOK NOW

12pm - 7pm (every
15 mins)

The Shed

The Orchard, Carlow College

€8 (over 18s only)

p 04

carlowartsfestival.com
All prices + €1 booking fee.

Goupil & Kosmao

VISUAL Theatre

Adults €12 / Kids €8

p 05

Full Ts & Cs online.

1pm

Guided Tour of ARTWORKS 2022 Speech Sounds

VISUAL Theatre

Free

p 02

1.30pm - 2.30pm

Carlow Carnival of Collective Joy!

Starts at Festival HQ to Tullow
St / Dublin St

Free

p 06

1.30pm - 7.30pm

For As Long As We Are Here

VISUAL Link Gallery

Free

p 04

2pm - 3pm

Aye

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

2pm - 3.30pm

DJ Leigh

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

3.30pm - 4.30pm

Street Dance Workshop with Tobi Omoteso

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

3.30pm - 4.30pm

The Bathers

Festival HQ

Free

p 15

4pm - 12am

Carlow Live & Local

Carlow Live & Local

€10

p 14

4.30pm - 6pm

Drama Workshop with Carlow Youth Theatre

Cruinniú na nÓg Tent

Free

p 07

Tony Thunder

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

7pm - 8pm

Tobi Omoteso DJ Set

O'Hara's Quarter

Free

p 13

7.30pm - Late

Malaki / Tolü Makay / Strange Boy / DJ

O'Hara's Quarter

€15 or €20 incl Carlow Live & Local

p 11

9.30pm - 11.30pm

Outdoor Cinema - Annie

Festival HQ

€8 at door

p 05

12.30pm - 1pm
& 3pm - 3.30pm

5pm - 6pm
& 7pm - 8pm
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EVENT TYPES

FESTIVAL FOOD VILLAGE
Great food is integral to the festival experience! Our
Food Village will have a carefully selected mix of the
best pop-up food trucks, coffee bars and more. So,
whether you're after sweet or savoury, snacks or street
food, there will be lots to choose from. The O'Hara's
Quarter Bar will be serving a superb range of O'Hara's
Craft Beer and other grown-up beverages and a second
bar will serve the Carlow Live & Local area. Lennons, the
restaurant and café at VISUAL will also be open during
the festival.
The grounds of Carlow College will be buzzing all
weekend with creative adventures late into the night.
We invite you to pop in, grab a bite to eat, a drink, and
soak in the amazing atmosphere.
The Food Village opens 7pm-11pm Friday, and 1pm
til late on Saturday and Sunday.
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O'HARA'S QUARTER
LATE-NIGHT

All Day Music Passes

Only €20 / Day
O’HARA’S QUARTER LATE-NIGHT
+ CARLOW LIVE & LOCAL

Join us for a scintillating line-up of gigs across every night of the festival in the O’Hara’s
Quarter featuring Ye Vagabonds, Tolü Makay, Wyvern Lingo and much more (over 18s only).

Please note, Sunday Music Pass does
NOT include Ye Vagabonds in VISUAL.

Malaki / Tolü Makay / Strange
Boy / Late Night DJ
O'Hara's Quarter / Sat 11 June / 7.30pm – Late / €15 or
€20 incl Carlow Live & Local

That’s Life

O’Hara’s Quarter / Thur 9 June / 8.30pm–11pm / €8
(free companion tickets for carers and PAs)
Everyone needs a good dance from time to time! Bounce
is a dynamic and inclusive club night and live music event
brought to you by DJs and performers with intellectual
disabilities.
Bounce creates a fun, safe and accessible space for people
of all abilities to socialise and dance the night away. Expect
back-to-back hits and a performance by the band Electric
Dreams, playing their unique brand of feel-good tracks.

Wyvern Lingo / Booka Brass
Band / Late Night DJ
O'Hara's Quarter / Fri 10 June / 7.30pm – Late / €15 or
€20 incl Carlow Live & Local
Wyvern Lingo
Wyvern Lingo’s Choice Prize-nominated eponymous
debut album (2018) heralded a distinctive new talent.
The Irish trio are renowned for their soulful vocals and
harmonies, and dynamic live shows.
After two years of touring and slots at major European
festivals, their follow-up 'Awake You Lie' (2021) hit no.1 on
the Irish Indie Charts and was described by the Irish Times
as "a beacon for all of us feeling lost at sea" in its 4* review.
Wyvern Lingo were the recipients of the 2021 Sounding
the Feminists/National Concert Hall Music Project Award
and ended the year with a headline tour. They have
recently supported Kodaline across Ireland.
Booka Brass Band
Irish festival favourites Booka Brass Band play a brand of
New Orleans inspired ‘urban brass’ guaranteed to make
you move. This summer, they return to their full band setup after two years of performing with a more stripped back
line-up.
Back in 2012, Booka Brass were brought together by their
classical background and desire to experiment musically.
Since then, they have enjoyed huge success with soldout tours, collaborations with Irish music heavyweights
including The Frames and Lisa Hannigan, and critical
acclaim for debut album ‘Chilled Milk’.
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With almost 20 million Spotify streams and increasing
support in the UK from BBC Radio 1, Dublin rapper Malaki's
star is firmly in the ascendant.
But despite his youthful swagger, at 22 Malaki is an eyewitness to the disenfranchisement of Irish youth. His
brutally honest music tackles themes of transformation
and toxic masculinity with biting quips and astonishing
ingenuity.
Malaki burst onto the scene with searing debut EP Butterfly
Boy. 2020 saw the release of 'Cocoon' , a series of singles
with developing Irish artists. His alter ego Calvero took
centre stage in 2021 with the DFTTYM EP and he ended
the year with the stunning Tolü Makay collaboration 'The
Light'.

©Tiago Carvalho

Bounce Club Night

Tolü Makay
Tolü Makay creates songs that inspire.
The singer-songwriter is a major new presence on the
Irish music scene. Following acclaimed debut EP 'Being'
(2020), Tolü teamed up with the RTÉ Concert Orchestra
for a spell-binding cover of the Saw Doctors ‘N17’ which
debuted on RTÉ’s NYE show and hit No. 1 on the Irish
Airplay and iTunes charts.
Further success came in 2021 with singles such as ‘Used
to Be’, stirring TV appearances on Other Voices, The Late
Late Show, and The Tommy Tiernan Show, and a sold-out
nationwide tour.
Strange Boy
Strange Boy is a unique voice on Ireland’s exciting Hip-Hop
scene, a singular artist with a sophisticated flow and a hard
hitting and thought-provoking lyricism.
On his debut album ‘Holy/Unholy’, the Limerick City
rapper marries traditional Irish instrumentation and
arrangements with powerful social commentary. The
result is a beautifully raw introduction to an authentically
honest artist. The Irish Examiner called it “one of 2021's
outstanding hip hop records”.

© Leah O’Sullivan

© Miguel Ruiz

Malaki
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O'HARA'S QUARTER
BY DAY

On Saturday and Sunday, the O’Hara’s Quarter hosts free performances and
activities for adults. Hang out in the O’Hara’s Quarter and enjoy the summer vibes!

Melodic Yoga
Connie Byrne & Órla Fallon

O’Hara’s Quarter / Sat 11 June (11am) / Sun 12 June
(11.30am) / FREE

Paradise Cabaret / Tadhg

Start your day with a relaxed yoga workshop with Connie
Byrne and musical accompaniment by renowned singer
and harpist Órla Fallon. Bring your own yoga mat!

O’Hara’s Quarter / Sun 12 June / 8pm – Late / €15 or
€20 incl Carlow Live & Local

Presented with Carlow Sports Partnership.

Paradise Cabaret

Paradise Cabaret is built on a community of artists,
performers, designers, and creatives, all with the same
thrill-seeking mission and fabulous commitment to
performance, and fun fuelled debauchery... welcome to
the family!

© Rich Gilligan

A whirlwind journey into a comically absurd, slick and
ridiculously entertaining Cabaret. A Paradise Cabaret
Special of comedy, circus, dance and music with the
funniest weirdos and queerdos around.

Ye Vagabonds

Hosted by the bombastic Cian Austin Jesus, accompanied
by a chorus line of sexed up degenerates, the Ping Pong
Girls, plus an assortment of ridiculously good special
guests – savage craic guaranteed!

VISUAL Theatre / Sun 12 June / 8.30pm / €20

Tadhg

Brothers Brían and Diarmuid Mac Gloinn’s harmony-rich
folk is influenced by Irish traditional music, Appalachian
singing and the 1960s revival.

Tadhg’s captivating melodies and stage presence combine
the rock star aura of Queen with the soul of Erykah Badu
and the stunning visuals of Gaga and influential drag artists
such as Violet Chachki and Sasha Velour.
The Carlow artist has brought his show-stopping
performances to stages all around Ireland, and from
custom alien masks to painting his body all the colours
of the rainbow mid-song, he's garnered a reputation for
visually thrilling performances. Tadhg’s debut single, the
orchestral disco fantasy ‘Space Love’, heralded a major
new star in the Irish music firmament.

Carlow’s very own Ye Vagabonds return for a special
homecoming show to celebrate the release of their hugely
anticipated new album Nine Waves.

Nine Waves follows the duo’s standalone single I’m A Rover
which won an RTE Radio One Folk Award. Ye Vagabonds
were also named Best Folk Group for the second time at
the 2021 ceremony, where they hold the record as most
awarded artist.
Their previous album 'The Hare’s Lament' (2019) received
major critical acclaim, and the band have played sold
out headline shows across Europe, toured with Lisa
Hannigan, Roy Harper and Villagers and made numerous
TV appearances.

AYE
Tobi Omoteso

Tony Thunder

O’Hara’s Quarter / Sat 11 June / 2pm / FREE

O’Hara’s Quarter / Sat 11 June (5pm & 7pm) / Sun 12
June (4pm & 7pm) / FREE

A celebration circle with voice, street dance and music,
Tobi Omoteso’s AYE examines what it means to exercise
self-governance and sovereignty over one’s territory:
body, soul, and environment. AYE is vibrant, participatory,
energetic and engaging.

Tony Thunder (aka Magic Brian) is the world's cheesiest
magician - the only thing more magical than his powers are
his poses. He’s played Vegas, he’s played Blackpool, now
Carlow will experience the wonder that is... Tony Thunder!

Tobi will also be performing a DJ set in the O’Hara’s Quarter
on Saturday at 7pm.

Let’s Get Fun-erable!
Sarah Devereux

O'Hara's Quarter / Sun 12 June / 1pm / FREE (over 18s)
A creative club for adults, guided by Sarah Devereux aka
The Dirt Bird. Art materials will be provided & a play-school
level of skill required alongside an openness to self-reflect!
In part 1 of the workshop, create Play-Doh sculptures of the
internal goblins that send those horrible late night emails
criticizing our life choices. Bring: a glass jam-jar to take ‘er
home.
In part 2, create fabulous self Poo-traits that include hidden
messages of the shit you have gotten through! Bring: a
little mirror or your phone!
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Carlow Live & Local

Following its success in 2021, Carlow Live & Local returns this June with an exciting line-up
of live music in association with Carlow Arts Festival. The festival will feature an array of local
talent including indie legend Jerry Fish, future-afro soul vocalist and multi-instrumentalist
Fehdah, alt roots rockers Beef Supreme and many more (over 18s only).

© Luca Truffarelli

© Kushe Salone

Tickets for Carlow Live & Local are just €10/day
or €20 incl access to O’Hara’s Quarter Late-Night!

No Control
Company Philip Connaughton

Potato Market Sq / Sat 11 June / Pop-up performances
/ FREE
Five brave and exciting female performers dance alone on
the streets of Carlow in a new work from choreographer
Philip Connaughton.
No Control explores how we are being seen, who sees us,
and how not to be afraid.

FRI 10 JUNE

This coincided with the loss of performance spaces and so
Connaughton’s need for self-expression developed into
a solo performance-practice in parks, alleyways, bridges,
and on street corners.

Jack O'Flaherty (4pm), For Adio (5pm), Feñix (6pm),
Hawk Jupiter (7pm), Fehdah (8pm), Manden Express
(9pm), Alexander (10pm), The Spinning Boy (11pm), and
many more.

The work questions what it means to dance alone, to invite
being seen, and demands the right to be able to do it
boldly and without fear.

SAT 11 JUNE

The only way to love is to love anywhere. The only way to
dance, is to dance anywhere. The only way to really take
control is by letting go.

Dave O’Neill (4pm), Hugsie (5pm), Eric de Buitléir
(7pm), Shane Hennessy (8pm), Leo O'Kelly (9pm), Jerry
Fish (10pm), Róisín Dubh (11.25pm), and many more.

Funded by The Arts Council | An Chomhairle Ealaíon. Philip Connaughton is a
resident artist at Project Arts Centre and is supported by Once Off Productions.

Monroe (4pm), Tumblin Dice (5pm), Revelators (6pm),
Wicked Chickens (8pm), Beef Supreme (9pm), Dark
States (10pm), Fans of Adventure (11pm), and many
more (over 18s only).
Carlow Live & Local is produced by Carlow County Council Arts
Office and is funded by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media under the Local Live Performance
Programming Scheme.
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SUN 12 JUNE

© Yvan Clédat

Created with the support of the Carlow Arts Development
Fund, No Control is inspired by the loss of privacy
experienced by Connaughton while trying to connect with
a loved one in full-time care during lockdown.

The Bathers (Les Baigneurs)
Clédat & Petitpierre (France)

Festival HQ / Sat 11 & Sun 12 June / 3.30pm / FREE
The inventive duo of visual artists and choreographers
Clédat & Petitpierre presents this performance featuring
two larger-than-life living dolls made entirely of pleated
tulle. The dolls, in striped bathing suits and accessorised
with towels and a yellow ball, sunbathe, play, and laze
about as if they were on a beach.
The whimsical performance plays with simple gestures and
rituals and turns them into a sculptural celebration of love
and idleness.
The bathers will lounge around among the festival-goers in
the grounds of Carlow College before going for a leisurely
saunter in the sunshine. Follow their lead and join them!
Supported by the French Embassy in Ireland

See carlowliveandlocal.ie
for more info on the line-up!
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Seeking Unicorns
Chiara Bersani (Italy)

Town Hall Theatre / Sun 12 June / 6pm / €5
(under 12s FREE)
A fragile symbol is made manifest by an extraordinary
artist. The mythical unicorn has been abused and
misrepresented by mankind. Chiara Bersani wants to give
them a story, a choice and, most of all, love.
“I, Chiara Bersani, 98 cm tall, embody the flesh, muscles
and bones of the unicorn. I, Chiara Bersani will embrace
and illuminate its long-distorted identity.”
In Seeking Unicorns, Bersani embodies that fantastic
creature and with delicate movements and a steady gaze,
she invites us to reframe its story.
Bersani’s award-winning work combines contemporary
dance and performance. She suffers from a moderate
form of brittle bone disease and her work emphasises the
political significance that a body can assume. “You are
not the one who interprets me, I will show you the path to
comprehend me,” says Bersani. “I determine the image
that the world will have of me and my body”.
With the support of the Italian Cultural Institute Dublin.

... AND INTRODUCING ASSEMBLY
Assembly is the new arts participation and
community engagement strand of Carlow Arts
Festival.
Assembly aims to draw together people living in
Carlow to collaborate with the festival and with
local and national artists to create innovative
multidisciplinary arts projects all year-round,
and in so doing, spark a sense of collective joy
through arts engagement.
It is long-term embedded, artistic engagement
on a local level: we want to create a sense of
collective ownership of the festival, encourage
interculturalism and the participation of a
diversity of gender, age and abilities.
The first projects under the Assembly banner are
the festival’s Carnival of Collective Joy, and later
this year The Long and the Short of It, a Creative
Ireland Project funded under the Creativity
in Older Age Scheme and engaging older
communities (65+) across County Carlow - more
will be revealed soon!
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ENJOY O'HARA'S RESPONSIBLY

OUR PLACE IS

CARLOW

carlowartsfestival.com
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